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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

[1] This communication is in response to the patent application filed 27 December 2001 . The 
IDS statement filed 27 December 2001 has been entered and considered. Claims 1-19 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

[2] Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious in view of Pestotnik et 
al. (United States Patent Application Publication #2004/0260666). 
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[A] As per claim 1 , Pestotnik et al. teaches a patient healthcare management system having a 
capability to evaluate patient kidney function (Pestotnik et al.; Abstract, paragraphs [0024] 
[0085]), the system configured to: receive input defining a patient's medical record including the 
patient's demographic information, medical condition and diagnosis (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs 
[0010] [0024] [0083] [0085]); output at least one medical treatment recommendation wherein the 
recommendation is based on the patient's medical record (Pestotnik et al.; Abstract and 
paragraphs [0084] [0085] [0131]) and calculate and output at least one treatment goal for the 
patient (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0094] [0150] [0151]). 

[i] Pestotnik et al., teaches a system and method that gathers patient data, provides expert 
system evaluation of patient data for the purpose of generating decision-supported patient data to 
a physician. As taught by Pestotnik, deliverables to the physician include potential causes of the 
patient's medical condition, mitigating factors based on one of more of the causes for the medical 
condition, and providing the physician with at least one medical care recommendation (Pestotnik 
et al.; paragraph [0028]). Among the exemplary patient input data taught by Pestotnik et al. are 
the patient's medical history, family history, genetic susceptibilities, heart rate, blood pressure, 
blood sugar level, and the like (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0094] [0131] [0083]). Pestotnik 
further teaches identifying whether the existing medical care is successful in treating the medical 
condition based on current success of the regime (Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [0151]) and 
providing warnings and alerts related to newly acquired or updated patient data (Pestotnik et al; 
paragraph [0098]), such as an undesirable change in blood pressure or blood sugar levels 
(Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [0094]). Lastly, Pestotnik et al., teaches a system and method 
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intended to provide expert guidance to physician's regarding the diagnosis and treatment of renal 
diseases (Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [0086]). Although Pestotnik et al., does not specifically 
teach analysis of patient medical data to determine an estimated glomerular filtration rate, the 
examiner interprets the above noted teachings of Pestotnik et al., to be inclusive of analysis of 
kidney function and/or an associated filtration rate, in cases in which the Pestotnik method and 
system are applied to the diagnosis and treatment Renal diseases and disorders. 

[ii] It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have applied a system and method, with the above noted features and attributes of 
Pestotnik et al., to assessing kidney function and associated medical parameters, e.g., filtration 
rate, when motivated to diagnose and treat Renal diseases (Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [0085]). 

[B] As per claim 2, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system wherein the at least one treatment goal 
for the patient comprises at least one of: a goal blood pressure, a goal lipid level, a goal 
cholesterol level and a goal hemoglobin A1C level (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0094] [0127]). 

[C] As per claim 3, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system additionally configured to receive input 
specifying a treatment for the patient (Pestotnik et al.; Abstract and paragraph [0067] [0076]) 

[D] As per claim 4, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system additionally configured to output an 
indication as to whether, based on the patient's medical record, the at least one medical treatment 
goal has been met (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0094] [0151]). 
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[E] As per claim 5, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system wherein a plurality of clinical treatment 
algorithms are applied to the patient's medical record to generate the at least one treatment 
recommendation and the at least one patient treatment goal (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0084] 
[0094] [0138] [0150] [0151]). 



[F] As per claim 6, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system additionally configured to: receive input 
specifying a patient's current medication(s); receive input specifying a new prescription for the 
patient (Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [0153]); and generate an alert if the prescribed medication 
may antagonize a medication the patient is currently taking (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0077] 
[0154]). 

[G] As per claim 7, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system further configured to: receive input 
defining a plurality of patient medical records comprising patient demographic information, 
medical condition, diagnosis and treatment (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0010] [0024] [0083] 
[0085] [01 16]); receive input defining at least one medical record parameter to extract from the 
plurality of medical records (Pestotnik et al.; paragraph [01 12]); and automatically generate a 
report containing an aggregate of the at least one medical record parameter extracted from the 
plurality of medical records (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0026] [0094]). 



[H] As per claim 8, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system further configured to receive input 
defining a subset of the plurality of patient medical records from which to extract the at least one 
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medical record parameter (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [01 12] [0153]). 

[I] As per claim 9, Pestotnik et al. teaches a system additionally configured to receive input, 
for each patient encounter with his or her healthcare provider (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0127] 
[0145]) defining the patient encounter wherein each defined patient encounter is appended to the 
patient's medical record (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0127] [0128]). 

[i] Regarding claims 2-9, the obviousness and motivation as discussed with regard to claim 1 
above are applicable to claims 2-9 and are herein incorporated by reference. 

[J] Claims 10-18 differ from system claims 1-9 in that claims 10-18 are directed to a method. 
As per this element, Pestotnik et al. teaches both a method and a system (Pestotnik et al.; 
paragraphs [0012]-[01 18] and [0027]). 

[i] The remainders of claims 10-18 repeat the same limitations of system claims 1-9, and are 
therefore rejected for the same reasons given for those claims. 

[K] As per claim 19, Pestotnik et al. teaches a computer-based system for interactively 
managing patient healthcare and evaluating patient kidney function, the system comprising: a 
means for defining a patient's medical record (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0010] [0024] [0083] 
[0085]); a means for establishing the patient's estimated glomerular filtration rate based on the 
patient's medical record (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0084] [0085] [0094] [0137] *see analysis 



Application/Control Number: 10/036,202 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3626 

claim 1); a means for generating at least one patient treatment recommendation based on the 
patient's medical record and estimated glomerular filtration rate (Pestotnik et al.; Abstract and 
paragraphs [0084] [0085] [0131] *see analysis claim 1); and a means for calculating at least one 
treatment goal for the patient (Pestotnik et al.; paragraphs [0094] [0150] [0151]). 

Regarding claim 19, the obviousness and motivation to combine as discussed with regard to 
claim 1 above are applicable to claim 19 and are herein incorporated by reference. 

Conclusion 

[3] The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Evans, ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS SYSTEM, United States Patent #5,924,074 

Norris et al., DEEP COMPUTING APPLICATIONS IN MEDICAL DEVICE SYSTEMS, 
United States Patent Application Publication #2002/0026103 

Gilbert, SYSTEM, METHOD, AND COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT FOR 
PROCESSING DIAGNOSTIC, TREATMENT, COSTS, AND OUTCOMES INFORMATION 
FOR EFFECTIVE ANALYSIS AND HEALTH CARE GUIDANCE, United States Patent 
Application Publication #2002/0087358 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert D. Rines whose telephone number is 571-272-5585. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RDR 
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